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JOIN US JUNE 16

HELP us celebrate the best part of Lincoln Electric — 
you, our members! As a cooperative, we would not 

exist without our members. To show our appreciation, 
we’re hosting our 3rd Annual Member Appreciation Event.

On Thursday, June 16, we’ll be grilling up burgers and 
hot dogs in our north lawn at 312 Osloski Road in Eureka. 
If the weather is poor, we’ll move the festivities into the 
warehouse. Stop by with the whole family between 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. to get a free bite to eat, chat, and have a chance to 
win prizes!

Members can enter to win energy certificates. We’ll have 
other prizes and games for kids and adults alike. Those 

who are looking for a little more fun can toss a round of 
cornhole.

This event is a chance for us to thank our members for 
all you do. Lincoln Electric was founded in 1948 by local 
residents who wanted to forge a better way of life for them-

M E M B E R  A P P R E C I AT I O N  B A R B E C U E

06.16.2022
11:00 AM
2:00 PM

lincoln electric  
north lawn

See APPRECIATION, page 7

EVENT FEATURES FREE FOOD, 
GAMES, PRIZES AND FUN!

Rainy weather moved our 2021 Member Appreciation Event into the warehouse, but it didn’t put a damper on attendance or enjoyment! 
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RECENTLY, I keynoted the Busi-
ness & the Environment confer-

ence – an annual event hosted by the 
Northwest Environmental Business 
Council. After 30 years in the North-
west energy field, it was a privilege to 
share what I’ve learned.

My message was that good environ-
mental energy policy doesn’t happen 
by accident; a policy that sounds good 
in isolation may not be sound when 
examined holistically.

A good example of this truism comes in the form of 
proposals to remove productive hydroelectric dams. When 
looked at holistically, these proposals have significant 
shortcomings.

The good news is Northwest residents comprehend the 
issue. This past summer, respected pollster DHM Research 
conducted a survey sponsored by Northwest RiverPartners 
to examine the issue further. The results showed only 29 
percent of the region supports the idea of breaching the 
lower Snake River dams as a means to help salmon. These 
findings are consistent with a poll released by Washington 
Conservation Voters earlier this year.

It’s clear a strong majority of Northwest residents do not 
see dam breaching as a productive environmental energy 
policy. Given the vast coverage dam breaching efforts have 
received this year, this result is pretty remarkable.

While residents weren’t asked to share their reasons, 
I believe three core considerations make the case for 
preserving these important hydropower resources.

Firstly, breaching the lower Snake River dams is guaran-
teed to fail as a solution to restore the Northwest’s salmon 
populations. That may seem to be a bold claim, but the fact 

is just four of the Columbia River Basin’s 13 listed stocks 
of threatened/endangered salmon pass those dams. That 
number doesn’t count the dwindling salmon populations 
of the Puget Sound, Canada’s free-flowing Fraser River, or 
even the struggling salmon populations in Alaska’s Yukon 
River.

In short, there is a coastwide salmon crisis, which dam 
breaching is ill-equipped to address, but the costs asso-
ciated with mitigating the loss of the lower Snake River 
dams are astronomical; estimated to be $33.5 billion by U.S. 
Representative Mike Simpson (R – ID).

Secondly, the region is already at an elevated risk of 
blackouts according to multiple government agencies 
and energy forecasters. This risk stems from retirement 
of fossil-fuel plants in an effort to combat climate change. 
These plants produce roughly 35 percent of our region’s 
electricity. That figure is massive, especially because those 
resources can provide nonstop energy in contrast with 
their climate-friendly replacements-wind and solar power.

Meanwhile, we have energy policies encouraging the 
electrification of virtually every aspect of our lives. In other 
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Guest Column  
by Kurt Miller

OPPOSE DAM BREACHING ON THE SNAKE

Continued next page

Guest Column by Kurt 
Miller

Reason to Oppose Dam 
Breaching on the Snake 
River
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

kWh SALES

REVENUE

COST OF POWER

OPERATING EXPENSE

MARGINS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF METERS

MILES OF LINE

TOTAL UTILITY PLANT

MEMBER EQUITY

MARCH AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)

MARCH AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

YEAR TO DATE
MARCH 2022

YEAR TO DATE
MARCH 2021

43,538,894

$3,786,764

$2,027,129

$1,076,931

$284,272

4,976

6,385

993

$36,464,466

$12,359,207

1,664

$154.04

39,748,487

$3,577,828

$1,718,546

$999,270

$512,997

4,833

6,212

979

$35,253,372

$11,098,969

1,556

$150.12

from page 5

The regular meeting of the board of trustees was 
conducted on April 18, 2022. A quorum of trustees was 
present and the board took the following action:

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

• Approved changes to Policies 504 – Grievance Procedure: 
Non-Union; 512 – Harassment/Bullying and Discrimination; and 
515 – Leave of Absence.

• Approved Resolutions 2022-3 through 2022-8 to assign check 
signers on the LEC checking accounts held at Glacier Bank, 
adding Becky Evins and Michael Garner and removing Mari-
anne Roose and Myra Appel.

• Approved Resolution 2022-9, restating the Retirement & 
Security and 401K retirement plans with NRECA and assign-
ing General Manager Telly Stanger to execute necessary 
documents.

• Approved Becky Evins as the NCSC/CFC voting delegate.
• Authorized a donation of $325 per delegate for two delegates 

to Girls’ State.

selves and their communities. Every member since then 
has contributed to that goal in ways big and small.

You support the chance for an electrified life each 
month just by paying your electric bill. As landowners, you 
support our maintenance efforts by allowing us to perform 
right of way clearing and repairs to our facilities on your 
properties.

Member support fellow (or soon-to-be) members by 
signing easements for electrical lines to be installed to a 
neighbor. This cooperation toward rural electrification is 
what enabled you to have electricity on your property. It’s 
gratifying to see our members pay it forward so others can 
have the same access to electricity as they enjoy.

When we’ve had to make rate adjustments to incorpo-
rate wholesale power cost changes, you support the deci-
sion. Our members ask thoughtful questions, but rarely 
complain.

Members support Lincoln Electric by serving as trustees 
on the board to help make important cooperative deci-
sions. You also provide support by getting involved in your 
cooperative with the election on your trustees.

Our members’ patience and understanding during power 
outages is unmatched. We are always overwhelmed with 
well wishes for our safety while we are working in inclem-
ent weather to restore your electricity. The feedback we 
receive, even during extended outages, is truly amazing 
and envied by other electric utilities.

We are all so lucky to live where people know their 
neighbors and have concern for their communities. It’s 
rare that a day goes by where we don’t receive at least one 
‘Thank you’ from a member. So, now it’s our annual oppor-
tunity to show you, our members, some appreciation.

We hope to see all your smiling faces on Thursday, June 
16!

words, we have more electricity demand coming at the 
same time that we’re losing a third of our power supply.

As a result, we quite literally can’t afford to lose the reli-
able, clean energy provided by the lower Snake River dams 
if we want a dependable, carbon-free electric grid. An Octo-
ber report released by Pacific Northwest National Labo-
ratory emphasizes this point by highlighting the critical 
“black state” capabilities hydropower generation provides. 
These capabilities are essential for the grid to restore 
power under potential disaster scenarios.

Thirdly, this August, the UN issued a “Code Red for 
Humanity” because we, as a planet, continually miss our 
decarbonization targets. Following the COP26 summit, it’s 

clear that we are still on a dangerous trajectory. Not only 
that, but the UN released a 2019 report indicating ocean 
warming and acidification represent an existential threat 
to marine fish. Salmon, a coldwater species, are especially 
at risk.

In a carbon-constrained world, breaching the lower 
Snake River dams is not a holistically sound energy policy 
for people, salmon, and the environment. Most northwest-
erners seem to get that, thankfully, but we must all speak 
up for these cohesive energy policies if we want our lead-
ers to deliver them. 

Kurt Miller is the executive director of Northwest RiverPart-
ners (NWRP) — a not-for-profit organization that advocates 
hydropower for a better Northwest. 

Continued from previous page
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Are you ready for storm season?
By ABBY BERRY

Now that 
summer is in full 
swing, like many 
of you, I welcome 
more opportunities 
to be outdoors and 
enjoy the warmer 
weather. Summertime brings many of 
my favorite activities like cooking out 
with family and friends, afternoons on 
the water and simply slowing down a 
bit to enjoy life.  

But summer months also make 
conditions right for dangerous storms. 
These potential weather events can 
cause destruction to our electrical 
system, but I want you to know that 
Lincoln Electric crews are ready and 
standing by to respond should power 
outages occur in our area.  

When major storms knock out 
power, our line crews take all neces-
sary precautions before they get to 
work on any downed lines. I would 
encourage you to also practice safety 
and preparedness to protect your 
family during major storms and 
outages. 

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency recommends the items 
below as a starting point for storm 
and disaster preparedness, but you 
can visit www.ready.gov for additional 
resources. 

Stock your pantry with a three-
day supply of non-perishable food, 

such as canned goods, energy bars, 
peanut butter, powdered milk, instant 
coffee, water and other essentials (i.e., 
diapers and toiletries).

Confirm that you have adequate 
sanitation and hygiene supplies 
including towelettes, soap and hand 
sanitizer.

Ensure your First Aid kit is stocked 
with pain relievers, bandages and 
other medical essentials, and make 
sure your prescriptions are current. 

Set aside basic household items you 
will need, including flashlights, batter-
ies, a manual can opener and portable, 
battery-powered radio or TV.

Organize emergency supplies 
so they are easily accessible in one 
location.

In the event of a prolonged power 
outage, turn off major appliances, TVs, 
computers and other sensitive elec-
tronics. This will help avert damage 
from a power surge, and will also help 
prevent overloading the circuits during 
power restoration. That said, do leave 
one light on so you will know when 

power is restored. If you plan to use a 
small generator, make sure it’s rated to 
handle the amount of power you will 
need, and always review the manufac-
turer’s instructions to operate it safely.  

Listen to local news or a NOAA 
Weather Radio for storm and emer-
gency information, and check Lincoln 
Electric’s Facebook page or website 
for power restoration updates.

After the storm, avoid downed 
power lines and walking through 
flooded areas where power lines could 
be submerged. Allow ample room for 
utility crews to safely perform their 
jobs, including on your property.

Advance planning for severe 
storms or other emergencies can 
reduce stress and anxiety caused by 
the weather event and can lessen the 
impact of the storm’s effects. Sign 
up for NOAA emergency alerts and 
warnings, and like our Facebook page 
to stay abreast of power restoration 
efforts and other important co-op 
news and information. 

I hope we don’t experience severe 
storms this summer, but we can never 
predict Mother Nature’s plans. At 
Lincoln Electric, we recommend that 
you act today because there is power 
in planning. From our co-op family to 
yours, we hope you have a safe and 
wonderful summer.  

Abby Berry writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

SUNDAY JUNE 19 

ALL Lincoln Electric members 
will be without power during 
this time while our power 
supplier, Bonneville Power 
Administration, performs 
critical maintenance.

PLANNED POWER OUTAGE

11 P.M., JULY 27
FROM

TO

5 A.M., JULY 28


